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Learning Together is Valuable Time
Everyday children learn from their families and families
learn from their children. This reciprocity of learning is
based on relationships built on trust and understanding.
Many families come to our OEYCs on a daily basis, and
it is wonderful to see how they
interact, communicate, and
learn with each other.

birthday parties. What else can we discover about the
correlation of crowns, superhero’s and birthdays? I
wonder what birthday parties were like when grandpa
was little?
Conversation was started between
grandpa and his grandson, and
their ideas and traditions were
exchanged. A provocation with
crowns was used to further the
child-family interaction and
discovery.

Within our classrooms, we
pay special attention to the
environmental design to ensure
opportunities are available for
meaningful interactive play.
Through observation, educators
provide provocations that will
stimulate children’s interests.
For instance, on one particular
day, Jacob was thrilled to find
crowns in the classroom. As
he wore a crown, it added
to his imaginative superhero
play. Grandpa shared that he
learned a lot from his grandson
about superhero’s. When
Grandpa Joe wore the crown,
he pretended he was celebrating his birthday. Grandpa
said it reminded him of when he was younger at

Questions asked were: What
in their background influenced
their memories of the situation?
What did they learn about this
experience with the crown from
each other? I wonder, how will
they incorporate this new learning
into their future discoveries?
Through this experience, a child
and grandpa were learning
together. Many families from a
variety of cultures come to the
OEYC, and it is rewarding to have them share their
interests and traditions with us.

What is an OEYC?
Ontario Early Years Centres are places where:
Children (birth to age 6)

• Play and learn with their parents / caregivers
• Explore materials and experience activities to stimulate
and support development in all areas
• Interact and play with other children

Everyone is Welcome
Variety of Locations - Flexible Hours
No Fees for Programs

Parents, Grandparents, Caregivers

• Participate in activities with the children in your care
and enjoy play-based early learning together
• Interact with your child and program staff
• Attend workshops to better understand child
development and learn parenting tips
• Receive answers to questions
• Obtain support and guidance related to concerns
• Meet other parents and caregivers
• Borrow resources from the Resource Room / Library
• Learn about other early years services

Developing Relationships
“When we recognize and build on the strengths of families and the love they have for their children,
everyone benefits” How Does Learning Happen?, 2014

Developing a sense of belonging at their
Ontario Early Years Centre
“Everyone is welcome” is heard on a daily basis at Ontario Early Years Centres in Niagara. As universal, inclusive
programs, Niagara’s OEYC staff teams understand and
value the importance of developing good relationships
with children and their families – all families, who attend
our centres. Niagara’s OEYCs have become successful
with hosting Access Visitations that provide opportunities for families, who may or may not currently have
their children in their custody, to play together, learn
together and just “be” together.

Dr. Jean Clinton states that healthy development cannot
happen without good relationships between children
and the important people in their lives. Through strong
community connections with Family & Children’s Services Niagara, many families are able to learn about their
children: how they develop and how to best meet their
needs, as they engage with their children at their local
OEYC.
“A significant body of research indicates that positive,
caring and respectful relationships are the foundation for
optimal learning, development, health and well-being”
How Does Learning Happen?, 2014. At the OEYC, this
applies to both children and their parents and caregivers. Relationships matter for families. Families develop
a sense of trust, confidence, and a strong sense of
well-being in programs that value in the importance of

parents as their child’s first and most important teacher. Parents succeed when they feel a sense of belonging, when they feel that they are welcome, regardless
of how they came to be there. Through our observations, we see that when parents feel that they belong,
they will be more inclined to engage with others,
especially with their children.
“Belonging” is one of the Four Foundations, as identified in the How Does Learning Happen? document,
that ensures optimal learning and development. Children and their families develop a sense of belonging
when they are connected to others, are able to contribute to their world and are able to develop authentic, caring, meaningful relationships with others. OEYC
staff teams value the importance of understanding and
accepting the unique situations and diverse characteristics of the children’s families. The early learning environments they create are reflective of the importance
of building strong, respectful and reciprocal relationships with each and every family they work with.

Children Learning Together

Through infant/parent
workshops such as “Infant
Picasso”, the Ontario Early
Years team invites families to
explore and learn through art
activities and sensory play.
There are many benefits
of including the youngest
member of the family in arts
and crafts sessions. Not only
is it a great way to encourage
family bonding by spending
quality time together, but
it is a great way to promote
creativity and independence. The moms in this picture
have given their infants the creative freedom to create
as the babies see fit. Not only have the infants created
a masterpiece on the canvas; they have also painted
themselves, the floor, and their moms, too!

Children learn important math and science, language and
reading skills through art activities and in this case, sensory
play with paint as well. For example, when a child learns to
discern the similarities and differences between colors and
shapes, she is using the same skills she needs to recognize
the differences between letters and numerals. The mothers
in this photo were having conversations with their own
babies, as well as the other families present about the

colours being used, mixing the
colours, spreading the colours, and
if the babies happened to make
shapes on the canvas by dabbing
the brush or their hands up-anddown to create polka dots.

It will still be a few years before
the babies in this picture are ready
to read, but the art work created
here can be useful in helping with
letter and word identification. You
will notice the first initial of each
child’s name on the canvas, which
was later peeled off the reveal the
initial outlined in paint. Looking at the pictures displayed
in the home may be the beginning stages of encouraging
the child to recognize her name.

“Early years arts and cultural activities can help
develop intrinsic human qualities, such as creativity,
expression, identity, culture and imagination. As well
as helping to preserve our cultural heritage, they
enable young children to develop their own languages
which help shape their individual, community and
global identity.”
http://earlyarts.co.uk/philosophy/7-benefits-artsearly-childhood

“We learned that
the front loader
can be used as
a dust pan to
pick up the soil
after the children
planted the
cucumber plants!”

Children have opportunities to be valuable contributors in meaningful ways.
We believe they deserve the opportunity to succeed. We appreciate that children are capable and interested in caring
for the environment that they work and play in. We notice children’s thinking when they are fully engaged as they
figure things out together.

Educators Learning Together
At the Ontario Early Years Centres, professional learning happens on a daily basis. Our educators are practicing
inquiry and learning with children, families and each other. We are creating environments of belonging and trust so
that everyone is comfortable to share their ideas and ask difficult questions to support one another’s thinking. Part of
that learning requires us to closely study what children are discovering, connecting with, creating and exploring.
“While documenting the children’s
work with the geo board, I, the
curious educator, was presented
with another question that piqued
my interest. I invited the children
to revisit the geo board in a new
way. The children showed me how
competent and capable they are!!
Not only was my original question
answered, several more questions
developed!”

“We enjoy sharing in the
excitement of the children’s
discoveries within the program
and how this extends into their
play. Time is the greatest gift to
our families as they journey with
their children through the early
years. We celebrate each unique
contribution to our community
of learning.”

“I notice how much I value
children’s thinking. This allows
me to carefully consider their
attempts as they explore
the world. I believe that the
work (play) that children
engage with is important and
interesting to them and to me.
I know that my actions and my
responses genuinely reflect
the efforts put forth by the
children in our program.”

www.ontarioearlyyears.ca
OEYC Erie Lincoln

Serving: Port Colborne,
Wainfleet, Fort Erie,
Smithville and Beamsville

Port Cares
92 Charlotte Street
Port Colborne L3K 3E1
Tel: 905 834 9071
Toll Free: 1 866 933 9633
www.portcares.ca/serviceschildren-and-youth-ontarioearly-years.php

OEYC Niagara Centre
Serving: Welland,
Pelham and Grimsby

Family and Children Services
12 Young Street
Welland L3B 4C4
Tel: 905 734 3563
Toll Free: 1 800 937 7731 x 2217
www.facsniagara.on.ca/
community_programs/
ontario_early_years.html

OEYC Niagara Falls

Serving: Niagara Falls
and Niagara-on-the-Lake

Niagara Catholic District
School Board
2999 Dorchester Road
Niagara Falls L2J 4J4
Tel: 905 357 2398
Like our Facebook page @
Ontario Early Years Centre
Niagara Falls

OEYC St. Catharines
Serving: St. Catharines
and Thorold

YMCA of Niagara
25 YMCA Drive
St. Catharines L2N 7P9
Tel: 905 938 9392
Alt: 905 934 9622 x 265
www.ymcaofniagara.org/
community_initiativesearly_
years_centres.php

